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Obviously, they can’t cover the entire 
country, so Tia’s role is to connect vil-
lagers with the student doctors who 
train them to do things like set up IVs 
and monitor diabetes.

What impact has the program 
had on the women in these poor 
villages? 
We didn’t set out to be a women’s 
empowerment program, but all but 
one of the promotoras are women. 
These women have now become lead-
ers in their communities. One, Maria 
del Patronicio, has gone on to become 
a municipal representative in Ojuelos 
de Jalisco.

What was your biggest 
challenge? 
It’s no surprise that fund-raising in 
Arizona for a project in Mexico is 
tough after the SB 1070 anti-immigra-
tion law passed. But there are many 
generous people in the U.S. who learn 
about Tia through our website, or 
through word of mouth from other 
donors and partner organizations. It 
helps that we use effective business 
models to run the operation, because 
donors feel comfortable that their 
money is being used wisely.

What’s next for you? 
I would like to take Tia to other parts 
of Mexico and help other countries 
replicate our successful model.

What’s the best advice you were 
ever given? 
My dad, who is a very successful busi-
nessman, told me to always surround 
myself with mentors, because even 
the smartest person can’t know every-
thing about everything.

How is Tia different from other 
health-care programs? 
What differentiates us is the level of 
community involvement. We use the 
“teaching them to fish” model rather 
than just giving handouts. We do all 
the training right in the community, 
and everyone is involved in every step, 
from housing the men and women 
who do the training to choosing who 
will become a health worker to orga-
nizing the education programs.

Who actually trains the health-
care workers, or promotoras? 
We have a phenomenal education part-
ner in the Universidad Autónoma de 
Guadalajara, which has a community 
health program that sends brigades of 
medical students and professors into 
the field to provide disaster relief and 
other health services for the poor. 

            “I would lIke to take tIa  
  to other parts of MexIco  
         and help other countrIes 
replIcate our successful Model.”

From top: Libman 
holds a promotora’s 
baby, and poses  
near an image of the 
Virgin of Guadalupe.


